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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Art Unit: 2876 
Examiner: K. Koyama 



re U.S. Patent Application of 
Becker, et al. 



Application No. 10/075,153 

Filed: February 14, 2002 

For: Coding Symbology and a Method 
for Printing Same 



APPLICANTS' INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

On January 28, 2004, the undersigned conducted a telephonic interview with Examiner 
Kumiko Koyama and Primary Examiner Diane 1. Lee. Applicants and their counsel thank the 
Examiners for their time. This sunmiary constitutes a recordation contemplated by 37 C.F.R. § 
1.133 and MPEP § 713.04. 



A. Brief Description of Nature of any Exhibit or Demonstration 
None. 

B. Identification of Claim(s) Discussed 

Amendments to each of the independent claims were discussed, a copy of which are 
attached as Exhibit "A." 



C. Identification of Specific Prior Art Discussed 

United States Patents Nos. 5,237,164 and 6,408,286, as well as Intemational Application 
WO 99/49408. 
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D. Identification of Principal Proposed Amendments Discussed 

Amendments to each of the independent claims were discussed, a copy of which are 
attached as Exhibit "A." 

E. General Identification of Principal Argument Discussed 

Applicants submit that their proposed claims are patentable over the prior art of record 
because the art fails to disclose, teach or otherwise suggest an article of manufacture 
having a bar code where the article itself comprises at least part of the bar code, a bar 
code comprising variable information, or a flexible article having a bar code, as described 
in Applicants' specification. 

In this regard. Applicants' undersigned counsel advised the Examiners that although 
Intemational AppUcation WO 99/49408 (which was referenced and discussed in 
Applicants' original application) discloses a container having a bar code, the reference 
fails to teach, disclose or otherwise suggest that the bar code may comprise variable 
information. This is because the '408 application teaches that the bar code is formed in a 
hot stamp process that uses a metal stamp die (8:22-23)* . 

In that process, the metal die must be etched with each bar code image to be transferred 
or "stamped." Because such a die is designed to last several years, a bar code formed 
from that die would necessarily contain only information that remains unchanged - or 
fixed - for several years. No variable information would be included. 

F. Other Pertinent Matters Discussed 
None. 

G. Results of Interview 

No agreement was reached, as the Examiners requested time to review Applicants' 
detailed arguments in Applicants' anticipated Reply to the outstanding Office Action. 
Thus, because the interview and this corresponding sunmiary were intended only to 
broach Applicants' arguments, Applicants respectfully incorporate their detailed 
arguments that will be made of record in their Reply. 

H. Copies of Internet E-mail, if Conducted via Email 
Attached as Exhibit "A." 



* Citation is to page and line numbers of the reference. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants submit the above constitutes a complete, written statement as contemplated by 
37 C.F.R. LI33 and MPEP § 713.04. Applicants respectfully request this paper to be made of 
record in the above-identified application. The Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned 
if the Examiner has any questions. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 28, 2004 




Stephen R. Auten 
Reg. No. 47,396 



Wallenstein Wagner & Rockey, Ltd. 
3 1 1 South Wacker Drive, 53'"^ Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 554-3300 
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Carol J. WiefcWs ) 
(192726) ^ 



-Confirmation Report - Memory Send 

} Time 

Tel line 
Name 



01-29-2004 10:54 
3125543302 
WALLENSTEIN WAGNER 



nihpb 



Job nihiber 
' Date i 
To 

Document pages 
Start time 
End time 
Pages sent 
/Status I 
Job number 



423 



CZoxni 



423 

01-29 10:50 
917038729306 
013 

01-29 10:50 
01-29 10:54 
013 
OK 



*** SEND SUCCESSFUL *** 



311 Sou-cH WsMsltejr IDxive, 53ra Floor 
dilcAgo, niixxois 60606-6630 
phone: 3l2-55'+-3300 
ffuc: 31Z-5S4-3301 



Faoslnntlo Trarisrwtittal SVieet 



Coxrurvxissioxier ofI*a.ton.ta| 



:ompany3 XJ.S. Patent A. TrgulerP-ax-lc Office 



Vnx. IVuanbers 



I -Vour Rjofcf-ence ]Ht»ml»eirs 1 0/07 S , 1 5 3 
Sxaznizxor: K.. JCoyoma 
OxoUT> Art Wo.: 2S7g 



:FVonis Stepbcn R. A-uteu, Esq. 



13 CiJt^oJ »^<^^S cover sheet j 



Senders Reference iSTumtova-s 

FLIVL 5*712 

P 701 



Applicant's toterview Smaamajry of Janiiary 28. 2004. telcptioTiio irti 



P^CfjIiiT-A.rt Onil No. aUTft. «t ih* XJ.S. P-a^ew* .na TnidemafK OtYlce em January 29. «. ^•*c Mo. C703)8-7a-Q»O« 



Carol J. Wiec^ 



(1S323T> 



, SiG?^I2iyiJ^J '' ^ni^ f*w »t« M*- «r «h. i^vid^^l or onttey. zr iS«« r«o«tor of iM» «n»M*a* !• rtot il« U^tM^^A reclplem. or 

St'SS^SatJr^ciftSSrVhU^SI^i^^tJ^ i« o»-«r, pIcMO immedta^y notlQf u> toy ie1«plMm«, and r»ium if* .^aitn.! moaMoe all eoploa to im « cfae nddivw 



(^allenstein 
Wagner & 
Rockeve 



INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

311 South Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6630 
phone: 312-554-3300 
fax: 312-554-3301 



Facsimile Transmittal Sheet 



To: Commissioner of Patents 


From: Stephen R. Auten, Esq. 


Company: U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 


Date: January 29, 2004 


Fax Number: 703-872-9306 


Number of Pages: 1 3 (including cover sheet) 


Your Reference Number: 10/075,153 


Senders Reference Number: 


Examiner: K. Koyama 


FLM5712 


Group Art No.: 2876 


1417YP701 



Re: Applicant's Interview Summary of January 28, 2004 telephonic interview. 



Comments/Notes : 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this document and authorization to charge the deposit account is being facsimile transmitted to Examiner Commissioner for 
Patents, Art Unit No, 2876, at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on January 29, 2004, to Fax No. (703)872-9306. 
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the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. 
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